Integrins: the molecular glue of life.
The molecular interactions responsible for cellular adhesion, either to other cells or to extracellular matrix, are now known to be complex, well orchestrated, and under sophisticated control. Among the participating molecules, integrins serve a notably broad range of biologic processes, including platelet aggregation and leukocyte extravasation. The loss of an adhesion interaction may result in disease, as may the stimulation of excessive adhesiveness.